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Sanction, the English Acts of Parliament
against Papal " provisions,5* and pecuniary-
demands, had pointed the way. On viewing
the whole field where squadrons now began
to form, we perceive that the object of attack
was Italian supremacy. If doctrine was
called in question, yet the first line of assault
did not throw itself against dogma but
against Canon Law. " By putting forward
a decree of Clement VI.," says Lord Acton of
Cajetan, " he drove Luther to declare that
no Papal decree was a sufficient security for
him." The campaign moved from abuse of
such decrees to the authority of Popes, of
Councils, of the whole hierarchical system.
In 1517 Luther did not deny that Indulgences
might be good in themselves; before three
years had elapsed he burnt Leo X.'s Bull
condemning him, and in 1525 his marriage
declared monasticism to be unchristian, while
Ms impetuous disciples had been foremost in
taking away the Mass. Instead of Church
tradition, Luther substituted " the Bible and
the Bible only " ; this gave him the principle
of dogma. For grace conferred by the sacra-
ments which a priest administered, he lighted
upon the hitherto disregarded idea of imputa-
tion by faith apprehending its Redeemer; this